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Character Education Lesson Plan
Bucket Filling
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2nd-4th Grade

I. Subject Area: Character Education
II. Topic/Theme: Caring/Golden Rule
III. Concept:  Bucket Filling
 

IV. Essential Question: How can we treat others the way we want to be treated?  How can we be bucket fillers and not bucket dippers?
V. Objectives:
A. The students will be able to…

1. Recall the terms Bucket Filler and Bucket Dipper.  

2. Describe ways we can fill others buckets and identify what a bucket dipper is. 

3. Practice filling our classmate’s buckets.  
4. Compare the differences between the bucket filler/dipper and give examples of each. Identify the feelings of being both a bucket filler and bucket dipper.
5. Write something nice about a student and put it in their buckets.
VI. Materials Needed: 
A. Disposable coffee cups, pipe cleaners, markers, index cards, pole puncher, popsicle sticks
VII. Teacher Action:
A. Read, Have You Filled a Bucket Today, or, Fill a Bucket, by Carol McCloud and Katherine Martin.
B. Motivate – In order to get the students interested in the lesson, I will ask the following questions:
1. What is the Golden Rule?
2. How can we apply bucket filling to the Golden Rule?
3. How can we fill others buckets, in school and at home?
4. What feelings are associated with being bucket fillers?

5. How do we feel when others dip into our buckets?

6. What can you do if someone dips into your bucket?

C. Teach Students proper character by learning to treat others the way they want to be treated.  Give examples from the book of what a bucket filler does vs. what a bucket dipper does.  Integrate how the bucket filling follows the Golden Rule.
D. Create: 

1. For 40 minute lesson, have students assemble and decorate their own bucket.  

2. For 20 minute lesson, have buckets preassembled and they can decorate if any extra time permits.

3. Help students poke holes into the buckets and use pipe cleaners as the handle.

4. Allow students to decorate their buckets to their liking.

E. Practice – Being Bucket Fillers!
1. Names of all students will be written on each popsicle stick.
2. Have students take a popsicle stick, making sure it’s not their own name.

3. On index card, write something nice about that person.  Writing who it’s from is optional.

4. When everyone is finished, they can put their index card in the corresponding student’s bucket.

F. Presentation:
1. Give students the opportunity to share what others said about them.

VIII. Notes:
A. This lesson can/should be done at the beginning of the year.
B. Students can hold onto their buckets for weekly Bucket Filling Activities.  

C. Buckets can be displayed as a bulletin board project, an in class poster project, or be left on the students desks.
